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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D,C. 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to substantive examination of the above captioned patent application, Applicants 
respectfully request that the following amendments be entered. 

In the specification : 

Please delete the paragraph at page 1, line 2, that was previously added by preliminary amendment. 
Please insert the following new paragraph at page I, line 2: 



This application is a continuation of, and claims priority under 35 USC §120 to, US Application 
10/006867 filed 12/6/2001, which is a continuation of, and claims priority under 35 USC §120 to, PCT 
Application PCT/USOO/23328 filed 8/24/2000, which is a continuation-in-part of, and claims priority 
under 35 USC §1 20 to, US Application 09/380138 filed 8/25/1999, now abandoned, which is the National 
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Stage filed under 35 USC §371 of PCT Application PCT/US99/05028 filed 3/8/1999, which claims 
priority under 35 USC §1 19 to US Provisional Application 60/082797 filed 4/22/1998.-- 
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